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Goal: Natural Resources 

The natural environment will serve as a basic characteristic guiding future development in 
the region, recognizing that development must either avoid sensitive resources or manage 
valuable ones to ensure efficient growth and a high quality of life. 
 
 

Growth and redevelopment will respect and rehabilitate the natural environment and foster 
its enjoyment by the public. 

Subgoal: Natural Resources 

 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total 23 10   20 
Completed      
In Process 7 (8) 8   11 (8) 

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
Although the planning commission completed a draft of revised land development regulations, no 
action has been taken on the draft.  The draft addresses:  

• protecting remnant dunes and their vegetation (7.e),  
• protecting vegetative communities (9.b),  
• stormwater management (10.b),  
• protecting wetlands (12.e), and  
• protecting wildlife habitats (14.b). 

Additional work in other ordinances would be needed to address other environmental issues: 
• maintaining air quality (4.c),  
• use of floodplains within the linked park system (5.d),  
• use of transfer of development rights along the beachfront (5.e),  
• performance standards for mining activities (7.b),  

 
Although the revised "Community Tree Planting Plan" has not been adopted as part of the 
comprehensive plan, many of its recommendations are being implemented.  (9.d) The Community 
Appearance Board refers to it in the board's reviews of site developments, and the city uses it in 
public and public/private landscaping efforts.  
 
The public works department has continued work on 5 watershed plans that will address problems 
of stormwater quality, as well as flooding. (10.c)  Construction has been completed for 
improvements in the Porcher Drive basin and for the northern and southern branches of Withers 
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Swash.  Designs have been completed and land acquisition has begun for the Seaboard branch of 
Withers Swash and for Deep Head Swash.  Construction of improvements on Yaupon Drive 
between 21st and 25th avenues South has been completed, and construction has begun for the ocean 
outfall for that basin.  In addition, the construction of the detention lake for South Park Village has 
begun. 
 
The city continued on-going efforts that include: 

• beach management (5.a, 6.a, and 7.d) (as part of its beach management efforts, the city 
installed approximately 40 showers on streetends to increase users’ enjoyment of the 
recreational beach), 

• floodplain management (5.b and 5.c), 
• earthquake mitigation (6.b and 6.c),  
• water quality monitoring (10.a), and 
• water supply monitoring (7.c, 11.a, and 11.b) (for 7.c, groundwater monitoring will occur 

only when it becomes necessary to use the city’s existing wells). 
 
Other Comments 
Horry County was one of 39 counties in the state that reached the most severe level of drought 
(extreme) in the summer of 2002.  The drought had been worsening over a 4- to 5-year period and 
became the worst in the state since 1950.  The county is now in the least severe category of drought 
(incipient).  During the summer of 2002, the city issued a request for voluntary reductions in water 
use; the resulting reductions were in the range of 8 to 10 percent, although the target had been 20 
percent. The state has produced a draft of a model drought ordinance that would replace the city’s 
current ordinance if it adopted by city council; the draft includes very specific criteria for defining 
the different levels of severity of a drought, with municipal and private actions required at each of 
the levels.  As a back-up supply of water during emergencies such as a drought, the public works 
department is also studying the advisability of installing 10 wells to supplement the existing 10 wells 
in the city’s water system; the production capability of the 20 wells would be enough to meet 
summer-peak-day demand as experienced in the summer of 2002. 
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Goal: Natural Resources 

The natural environment will serve as a basic characteristic guiding future development in 
the region, recognizing that development must either avoid sensitive resources or manage 
valuable ones to ensure efficient growth and a high quality of life. 
 
 Subgoal: Parks and Recreation 

The park system will reflect the unique coastal plain ecosystem and meet the multi-use 
recreational and educational needs of all ages and interests with appropriate facilities and 
services. 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total 7     
Completed      
In Process 3 (4)     

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
The planning commission is nearing completion on a draft of amendments to the zoning ordinance 
for mixed-use centers.  The draft includes requirements for parks and open space within such 
centers. (2.a) 
 
The planning commission has completed a draft of revised land development regulations, although 
no action has been taken on the draft.  The draft includes requirements for parks and open space. 
(2.c) 
 
The culture and leisure services department has extended its cooperative agreements with the school 
district. (3)  The city, the school district, and a local non-profit agency have constructed the Miracle 
League Field, a ball field on school land for special needs and disabled children.  The department has 
also constructed a sidewalk from the western end of 33rd Avenue North to school property near the 
tennis facility. 
 
Other Comments 
Work has begun on two of the park and recreation improvements contained in the $9 million 
referendum that was adopted by voters in November 2001: 

• Pepper Geddings Recreation Center—construction contracts have been awarded for 
renovations/improvements inside and out the building, the addition of a full-size 
gymnasium with a two-lane running track, and repairs and upgrades for the indoor pool. 

• Canal Street Center—construction contracts have been awarded for 
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renovation/improvements inside and out the facility, adding meeting and activity space, 
heating and air conditioning the gym, and enclosing the pool for year-round use. 

Work is scheduled to take place in the future for the other items funded by the referendum: 
• Bike path—construction of a new path connecting with the Grissom Parkway bike path 

near 62nd Avenue North and following US 17 Bypass to 76th Avenue North. 
• Grand Park—construction of a portion of the park in South Park Village, featuring nature 

trails, landscaped areas, picnic shelters, play equipment, etc.  (Funding for all of the 
improvements envisioned as Grand Park will come from a variety of sources.  Those 
sources include the Air Base Redevelopment Authority, the redefined Centre Point Planned 
Unit Development, and depending on the final resolution of current discussions, the county 
airport authority and the state parks department.) 

• North Park—no activity has occurred on construction of a new, 10-acre passive 
recreational facility near the intersection of Grissom Parkway and US 17 Bypass, featuring 
trails, landscaping, picnic areas, play equipment, etc. 

 
Showers have been provided at approximately 40 additional beachfront access points. 
 
As a result of agreements with oceanfront developers, new parks were constructed along North 
Ocean Boulevard:  the park at the end of Mr. Joe White Avenue, Anderson Park on the oceanfront 
between 19th and 20th avenues North, and a park west of Ocean Boulevard between 19th and 20th  
avenues North. 
 
The playground at Chapin Park has been furnished with new play equipment and surfacing, making 
it totally accessible for disabled persons. 
 
The parks and recreation department has received proposals from architects for $870,000 in 
alterations and additions to the Base Recreation Center. 
 
An interdepartmental staff committee has been working to create a web page for the parks and 
recreation department, which will include an interactive map of all the city’s recreation facilities. 
 
The approval of the redefined Centre Point Planned Unit Development included the provision of 80 
acres to be added to the Grand Park in South Park Village; however, the development, and 
dedication of the park land to the city, has been delayed by the developer. 
 
The county and city continued negotiations about the Waterway Park, located at the end of the 
airport runway.  The Air Base Redevelopment Authority offered to provide $2 million to help 
construct the park.  (Early in 2003, an agreement was reached; that agreement includes $1 million in 
funding from the state.)   
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Goal: Cultural Resources 

The man-made assets of the community will be protected and enhanced to ensure a high 
quality of life and healthy climate for economic development. 
 
 
 Subgoal: Community Appearance 

The Myrtle Beach community will be aesthetically appealing and recognized for the beauty 
and cleanliness of its built and natural environments, making a favorable impression on all. 
 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total 10 12 1   
Completed      
In Process 7 (10) 4 (5) (1)   

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
The community appearance board has continued its expanded role to protect and enhance 
community appearance. (2) The board has continued to present awards for landscape and lighting 
design and to use design guidelines for the downtown when it reviews signs and site developments 
in that area; and the board has participated in the preparation of new design regulations for signs on 
Kings Highway. 
 
Continuing efforts to reforest the community (3.c) included the community appearance board's use 
of the revised "Community Tree Planting Plan" in its review of site plans, and city council's 
budgeting of $25,000 for the "Greening the City" program.  Other reforesting efforts include 
planting trees along various streets and at the convention center, totaling over $115,000.  In addition, 
the Downtown Redevelopment Corporation has completed streetscape improvements to Mr. Joe 
White Avenue east of Kings Highway; including undergrounding utilities, landscaping, lighting, 
paving, and an oceanfront park at the foot of the avenue.  Also, some $8,000 worth of trees was 
planted along North Ocean Boulevard and 73rd and 74th avenues North as part of the Sand 
Dunes/Ocean Dunes Planned Unit Development (PUD). 
 
Efforts to develop hiking trails and bike paths throughout the city (3.d) included the construction of 
the bike path on Grissom Parkway and its designation as part of the East Coast Greenway.  Grants 
were received to plan the remaining segments of the greenway in Horry and Georgetown counties.  
In addition, construction began on bike lanes as part of the improvement and realignment of Mr. 
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Joe White Avenue; and construction began on the transit lane on Ocean Boulevard, which will also 
serve as a bike lane. 
 
Efforts have continued to create a large urban park in the South Park Village area (3.e).  
Construction of a portion of the park in South Park Village began.  Funding for future additions to 
the park will come from the Air Base Redevelopment Authority, the redefined Centre Point Planned 
Unit Development, and depending on the final resolution of current discussions, the county airport 
authority and the state parks department. 
 
The city worked to provide better facilities and infrastructure to enhance beach access and views. 
(4.d)  The Downtown Redevelopment Corporation constructed a park at the end of Mr. Joe White 
Avenue, as well as streetscape improvements to the avenue itself east of Kings Highway.  The DRC 
also completed a master plan for the streetscapes of Ocean Boulevard and streetends in the 
downtown area. 
 
The city continued to develop a stormwater drainage system that minimizes run-off into the ocean, 
waterway, and swashes. (4.e)  Construction of improvements on Yaupon Drive between 21st and 
25th avenues South has been completed, and construction has begun for the ocean outfall for that 
basin; this will result in the removal of three pipes on the beach, with contaminants in the 
stormwater dissipated off-shore.  Construction has been completed for improvements in the 
Porcher Drive basin and for the northern and southern branches of Withers Swash; this will result in 
improvements to water quality and reduced pollution.  Designs have been completed and land 
acquisition has begun for the Seaboard branch of Withers Swash and for Deep Head Swash; 
although those swashes will be the receiving waters, the result will be improvements in drainage and 
water quality downstream of the construction.   
 
The city formulated a phased plan to eliminate overhead power and communications lines. (5.a)  The 
Downtown Redevelopment Corporation completed a master plan for utilities in the downtown area; 
the plan includes putting overhead lines underground. 
 
City council has formulated a plan to eliminate some of the overhead power and communications 
lines. (5.a)  City council’s 2000 franchise agreement with Santee Cooper established a fund 
amounting to $1 to $1.4 million a year to place overhead utilities underground. The completed 
projects include: 

• Harrelson Boulevard ($450,000), 
• 10th Avenue North ($920,000), 
• 11th Avenue North ($210,000), and 
• Portions of 21st Avenue North, Kings Highway and Withers Drive, immediately 

surrounding the 21st Avenue North Planned Unit Development ($150,000).• Kings 
Highway, from Third Avenue South to 21st Avenue North ($830,000), 

• Withers Drive, from 16th Avenue North to 24th Avenue North ($527,000), and 
• Ocean Boulevard, from 6th Avenue South to 13th Avenue South ($412,000). 
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The planning commission has completed a draft of land development regulations, which addresses 
overhead power lines in new land developments. (5.b)  However, no action has been taken on the 
draft.  
 
The city has continued efforts to reduce visual clutter by stricter sign regulations. (5.c) The city’s 
committee of businesses and city boards continued its review of sign regulations along Kings 
Highway.  
 
The city encouraged business owners to make their properties more aesthetically pleasing. (6.c)  The 
Downtown Redevelopment Corporation continued to offer a low-interest loan pool for façade 
rehabilitation for properties adjacent to public improvements (Mr. Joe White Avenue, Ocean 
Boulevard between 9th and 12th avenues North, and abutting the park at the end of Mr. Joe White 
Avenue). 
 
In accordance with the building demolition and lot clearance program approved by city council in 
2000, four dilapidated structures were demolished. (6.d) 
 
Other Comments 
Related to strengthening the city’s tree protection and landscape requirements (3.b), the construction 
services department has continued enforcement of amendments requiring noncomplying properties 
to provide landscaping of parking areas consistent with current requirements.  
 
Although the city and county have not developed a cooperative agreement regarding community 
appearance (1.a) or design guidelines and standards for new development (1.b), the county council 
has directed its planning commission to study land uses on US 17 Bypass between SC 544 and 
Glenn’s Bay Road.  County council also approved a corridor overlay zone for SC 544 to regulate 
such issues as site design, signs, buffering, and access management. 
 

  17 of 60 



 Myrtle Beach Comprehensive Plan 
  2002 Annual Report 
Goals, Objectives, Strategies of the 1999 Plan 

  18 of 60 



 Myrtle Beach Comprehensive Plan 
  2002 Annual Report 
Goals, Objectives, Strategies of the 1999 Plan 
 
 
Goal: Cultural Resources 

The man-made assets of the community will be protected and enhanced to ensure a high 
quality of life and healthy climate for economic development. 
 
 
 Subgoal: Historic Resources 

Historic and archeological resources will be identified, preserved and protected. 
 
 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total  7    
Completed      
In Process  1 (1)    

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
Efforts continued to institute a historic designation program. (4.d)  The Air Base Redevelopment 
Authority has continued discussions with the Horry County Historical Society to provide historical 
road markers in South Park Village. 
 
Other Comments 
City Council established the Historic Myrtle Beach Colored School Museum and Education Center 
Committee, an advisory group that has been exploring options to reassemble the old school that 
stood on 10th Avenue North (now Mr. Joe White Avenue).  
 
The city’s cultural arts committee prepared architectural plans to convert the Rivoli Theater into a 
cultural arts center for $3.5 million dollars and began work on a fund-raising project, “Carousel 
Horses on Parade”; City Council provided $150,000 in seed money. 
 
Through grants and donations, the All Aboard Committee, a volunteer citizens' group, has raised 
almost $470,000 toward their goal of $650,000 for renovations to the train depot building and site.  
The building has been placed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
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Goal: Cultural Resources 

The man-made assets of the community will be protected and enhanced to ensure a high 
quality of life and healthy climate for economic development. 
 
 
 Subgoal: Arts 

A diverse, affordable arts program will be created that provides education and cultural 
enrichment, recognition of local artists, and regional exposure. 
 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total 2     
Completed (1)     
In Process 1 (1)     

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
The cultural arts advisory committee prepared a cultural arts plan, which city council accepted in 
May 2001, although it has not be officially adopted as an element of the comprehensive plan. (2)  
The committee intends to reformat the accepted plan and submit it for adoption as an element of 
the comprehensive plan in 2003.  
 
Other Comments 
The cultural arts advisory committee has worked on its 3 top-priority objectives: 

• establish a performing arts venue:  in March 2002, the committee prepared architectural 
plans to convert the Rivoli Theater into a cultural arts center for $3.5 million dollars and 
began work on a fund-raising project, “Carousel Horses on Parade”; City Council provided 
$150,000 in seed money; 

• prepare an ordinance for art in public places: the committee decided to postpone work on 
this priority until the “Carousel Horses” project is completed; and 

• assist arts organizations in the exchange of information and coordination of arts activities: 
the committee has compiled a community arts calendar, which is updated monthly, that is 
available on the city’s website, the Myrtle Beach Area Chamber of Commerce’s monthly 
calendar of events, and weekly and monthly magazines throughout the Grand Strand. 
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Goal: Community Facilities and Services 

Community facilities and services will be provided to meet the needs of the rapidly growing 
Myrtle Beach area in an efficient and responsive manner, consistent with the other goals of 
this comprehensive plan. 
 
 Subgoal: General Government 

Government will be responsive, will communicate openly, and will be accountable to 
citizens’ needs in order to build a growing, well-planned community. 
 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total 3    2 
Completed      
In Process 1 (2)    2 (2) 

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
City council continued to use budget policies that provide clear guidance for implementing the 
comprehensive plan and that provide for equitable treatment while maintaining service levels. (2.a) 
 
The city has continued to explore innovative ways to pay for implementation, such as:  (3) 

• city council adopted an additional ½ percent local accommodations tax, expected to 
generate about $1.6 million per year; and  

• a public/private partnership created as part of the redefined Centre Point Planned Unit 
Development (PUD) in the South Park Village area that will fund parkland, recreation 
easements for greenway connections, a public transit station, and bus stops.  

 
The city has continued to involve the public: (4) 

• in comprehensive planning efforts (the cultural arts plan);  
• in other planning efforts (the routing of the East Coast Greenway involved adjacent 

municipalities, the county, and other agencies; the planning for the bus lanes on Ocean 
Boulevard in the Hotel Section involved the state department of transportation, the 
Waccamaw Regional Transportation Authority, and local business organizations; the All 
Aboard Committee, a citizens' group appointed by city council, reached out to the 
community in its efforts to preserve the train station; the committee for the Historic Myrtle 
Beach Colored School Museum and Education Center, a citizen’s group appointed by city 
council to restore the old school on Mr. Joe White Avenue; and council had several 
meetings with citizens regarding the installation of a sidewalk on Little River Road, 
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improvements to Ocean Boulevard between 9th and 12th avenues North, and improvements 
to Kings Highway between Mr. Joe White Avenue and Main Street);  

• in developing revisions to the sign ordinance (a committee represented various city 
departments and boards, along with business owners on Kings Highway); 

• in the planning department’s inviting representatives from jurisdictions within the county to 
audio training conferences; and  

• in other special events, such as the September 11th memorial service, Arbor Day, and Kids 
City (multiple city departments have worked with the county and school district).  

The city has also continued its efforts to maximize public involvement by improving its World Wide 
Web site, the city television channel, the Progress Report newsletter, press releases, and public notices.  
 
Other Comments 
The planning commission did not make a recommendation to city council about the capital 
improvements program for fiscal year 2001/2002; however, recently city council affirmed the 
usefulness of the commission’s recommendations. (2.b) 
 
The Air Base Redevelopment Authority decided against the creation of a tax increment finance 
district to pay for some of the public improvements in the South Park Village area.  Instead, the 
authority has raised funds by selling the former air base housing area and a few other parcels.  
ABRA is using the money for the construction of Farrow Parkway, Howard Avenue, a regional 
stormwater management system, the urban park, and a plaza and has committed to contribute 
significant funds to the waterway park and boat landing at the end of the airport runway. 
 
The RIDE Committee obtained funds from the state infrastructure bank for the construction of the 
Carolina Bays Parkway between US 501 and SC 544. 
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Goal: Community Facilities and Services 

Community facilities and services will be provided to meet the needs of the rapidly growing 
Myrtle Beach area in an efficient and responsive manner, consistent with the other goals of 
this comprehensive plan. 
 
 Subgoal: Public Safety 

The public safety program will be responsive to the community’s needs, committed to 
promoting a safe and secure community. 
 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total 2 2   1 
Completed      
In Process 1 (1) 1 (1)   1 (1) 

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
The police department continued to provide adequate police presence where there is a large number 
of calls for service. (2)  The department has provided extra details of officers during special events 
and the busiest tourist weekends, but no substations have been established.  
 
No new fire stations have been built since the comprehensive plan was prepared, but the city's 
capital improvements program includes money for a new station on Grissom Parkway on 38th 
Avenue North (in 2003-2004) and near Harrelson Boulevard in (2005-2006). (3) 
 
The city has studied the appropriateness of emergency/mass transit lanes in one congested area, 
Ocean Boulevard in the Hotel Section. (5)  Plans for that section of the street, which may be 
constructed before the 2003 summer tourist season, include bus lanes that can be used by emergency 
vehicles during hours that the transit lane is in operation. 
 
Other Comments 
The city has renegotiated its agreement with the county regarding fire protection beyond city limits.  
The city fire department now provides fire service only in unincorporated areas between 21st Avenue 
North and 62nd Avenue North, east of the intracoastal waterway. 
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Goal: Community Facilities and Services 

Community facilities and services will be provided to meet the needs of the rapidly growing 
Myrtle Beach area in an efficient and responsive manner, consistent with the other goals of 
this comprehensive plan. 
 
 Subgoal: Chapin Memorial Library 

(There is no subgoal specifically for the library.  See the general goal for community facilities 
and services.) 
 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total  2    
Completed      
In Process      

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
 
 
Other Comments 
The library added terminals, bringing the total to 16 for public access to the internet.  In addition, 
the library upgraded its system to improve access at the public terminals and to the databases 
available to the public at the library’s webpage (www.chapinlibrary.org). 
 
The library continues to provide space and federal and state tax forms for AARP volunteers who 
provide free tax preparation assistance. 
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Goal: Community Facilities and Services 

Community facilities and services will be provided to meet the needs of the rapidly growing 
Myrtle Beach area in an efficient and responsive manner, consistent with the other goals of 
this comprehensive plan. 
 
 Subgoal: Myrtle Beach Convention Center 

(There is no subgoal specifically for the convention center.  See the general goal for 
community facilities and services.) 
 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total   1   
Completed      
In Process      

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
 
 
Other Comments 
Construction has continued on the convention center expansion and the convention center hotel.  
Because this construction is still underway, studies have not yet begun of additional facilities around 
the convention center. (1)  The Radisson Plaza Hotel will be completed in January 2003. 
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Goal: Community Facilities and Services 

Community facilities and services will be provided to meet the needs of the rapidly growing 
Myrtle Beach area in an efficient and responsive manner, consistent with the other goals of 
this comprehensive plan. 
 
 Subgoal: Public Utilities 

High-quality public utility services will be provided with a high regard for safety and the 
environment. 
 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total 12 3 1  5 
Completed (1)     
In Process 10 (10) 3 (2)   4 (3) 

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
The public works department has continued work to improve treatment at the water reclamation 
facility and to improve/expand treatment at the surface water treatment facility. (1) Construction has 
continued on a $14-million improvement of the water reclamation facility to meet more stringent 
discharge limits; completion is expected in August 2003.  The public works department has begun 
discussions with the Grand Strand Water and Sewer Authority about alternatives to expansion of the 
city’s water reclamation facility.  Construction is also underway for $2.4 million in improvements to 
the surface water treatment facility to treat the alum sludge, with completion expected in August 
2003.  Construction has also begun on a $4-million, 10-million-gallons-per-day expansion to the 
surface water treatment facility, and construction is expected to be completed by January 2004.   
 
The public works department has continued to review the master plan for the water distribution 
system and the wastewater collection system to accommodate growth. (2) 
 
The public works department has continued to remain an active cooperator in regional planning and 
provision of water and sewer services. (3) 
 
The public works department has continued discussions with Grand Strand Water and Sewer 
Authority to coordinate water and sewer services. (4)  Discussions have included alternatives to 
expanding the city’s wastewater treatment plant. 
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The public works department has continued to participate in planning for regional solid waste 
disposal. (7)  Current discussions have centered on the rate structure for disposal at the county 
landfill. 
 
The public works department has begun implementation of watershed plans that address problems 
of flooding and stormwater quality in most of the city. (8.a and 9.a)  Construction has been 
completed for improvements in the Porcher Drive basin and for the northern and southern 
branches of Withers Swash.  Designs have been completed and land acquisition has begun for the 
Seaboard branch of Withers Swash and for Deep Head Swash.  Construction of improvements on 
Yaupon Drive between 21st and 25th avenues South has been completed, and construction has begun 
for the ocean outfall for that basin. 
 
The public works department has continued preliminary work before reviewing the city's flood and 
stormwater management regulations. (8.b and 9.b)  Specifically, staff has completed its survey and 
mapping of the existing stormwater facilities for a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit that the SC Department of Health and Environmental Control will be requiring of 
the city by March 2003.   
 
The city has developed educational programs for flooding and stormwater management. (8.c and 
9.c)  The construction services department has distributed its improved flood awareness and 
notification programs.  The public works department will be preparing public information about 
stormwater management as part of its NPDES permit. 
 
The city has continued to coordinate stormwater management planning with other governments and 
agencies in the region. (8.d and 9.d)  The city has continued its coordination with the county and 
state officials in the design of several stormwater facilities at the city's boundaries.  In addition, staff 
of the public works department continues to participate in the SC Association of Stormwater 
Managers. 
 
The planning commission has completed a draft land development ordinance, which provides the 
city with adequate authority to require stormwater facilities be designed to address multiple 
functions. (10.a)  However, no action has been taken on the draft.  In the absence of such 
regulations, the city has nevertheless designed detention ponds in the Withers Swash basin as 
community open space. 
 
The planning commission has completed a draft land development ordinance, which includes 
environmental regulations and community appearance regulations that can be coordinated with the 
design of stormwater facilities. (10.b and 10.c)  However, no action has been taken on the draft. 
 
City council has formulated a plan to eliminate some of the overhead energy and communications 
lines. (11)  City council’s renewed franchise agreement with Santee Cooper established a fund 
amounting to $1 to $1.4 million a year to place overhead utilities underground.  The completed 
projects include: 

• Harrelson Boulevard ($450,000), 
• 10th Avenue North ($920,000), 
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• 11th Avenue North ($210,000), and 
• Portions of 21st Avenue North, Kings Highway and Withers Drive, immediately 

surrounding the 21st Avenue North Planned Unit Development ($150,000).• Kings 
Highway, from Third Avenue South to 21st Avenue North ($830,000), 

• Withers Drive, from 16th Avenue North to 24th Avenue North ($527,000), and 
• Ocean Boulevard, from 6th Avenue South to 13th Avenue South ($412,000). 

 
Other Comments 
In late 2001, the city signed an agreement with Santee Cooper for “green power,” in which the city 
purchases a portion of its electricity from Santee Cooper’s methane-fueled power plant at the Horry 
County landfill.  Santee Cooper is the first utility in the state to offer “green power,” and Myrtle 
Beach is the first municipality to take advantage of that renewable resource. 
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Goal: Community Facilities and Services 

Community facilities and services will be provided to meet the needs of the rapidly growing 
Myrtle Beach area in an efficient and responsive manner, consistent with the other goals of 
this comprehensive plan. 
 
 Subgoal: Transportation 

The region’s transportation system will be multi-modal and integrated with land use, and will 
address mobility and access needs, and will encourage less dependence on automobiles while 
facilitating the safe movement of people and goods to, within, and from the area. 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total 10 5 7 1  
Completed      
In Process 4 (5)  3 (3)   

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
The planning commission has considered transportation issues as it makes land-use decisions. (1.a)  
The commission has completed a final draft of land development regulations, which requires multi-
modal transportation facilities.  The commission has also nearly completed a final draft of zoning 
regulations for mixed-use centers, which requires densities and mixes of uses that support various 
modes of transportation.  In its approval of the redefined Centre Point Planned Unit Development 
(PUD), the planning commission required a public transit station and bus stops and the connection 
of all neighborhoods to each other and to South Park Village via greenways with bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities. 
 
The city has supported major road projects that improve regional mobility. (2.a.vii)  Construction 
was completed for: 

• Grissom Parkway between Harrelson Boulevard and 48th Avenue North, and 
• relocating and widening Harrelson Boulevard.   

Construction continued for: 
• Carolina Bays Parkway,  
• Grissom Parkway between 48th Avenue North and Carolina Bays Parkway, and 
• widening US 17 Bypass between Harrelson Boulevard and US 501.  

However, these projects were approved before or at the time of the city's approval of its 
comprehensive plan and therefore have not been accompanied by a call for similar major 
investments for public transportation or for growth management techniques to reduce the demand 
for automobiles traveling on those roads. 
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The city worked with the Waccamaw Regional Transportation Authority (formerly CRPTA) to 
improve the bus system. (2.b.i)  The authority implemented its plan for the Neighborhood Lymo 
bus service, and the city installed bus stop signs throughout the neighborhood service area.  The city 
also worked with the authority, the state department of transportation, and local businesses to 
finalize plans for bus lanes in the hotel section of the city. 
 
Although the city has not developed a bikeway master plan other than the facilities mapped in the 
comprehensive plan, construction continued on several important segments of a bikeway system. 
(2.f.i)  The completed segments included:  

• a bike path along the relocated Harrelson Boulevard between US 17 Bypass and the airport 
terminal,  

• a bike path along Grissom Parkway from Harrelson Boulevard to 48th Avenue North and 
from 10th Avenue North to Harrelson Boulevard, and 

• bike lanes along Mr. Joe White Avenue between Kings Highway and Seaboard Street. 
The segments under construction included: 

• a bike path along Grissom Parkway from to 48th Avenue North to the Carolina Bays 
Parkway, and 

• a bike path from the back gate of the former Air Force base through the proposed South 
Park Village, and 

In addition, the city, in cooperation with other jurisdictions and governmental agencies, obtained 
funding for the design of the East Coast Greenway in Horry and Georgetown counties. 
 
The planning commission has studied regulations that address pedestrian and bicycling needs. (2.e.ii 
and 2.f.ii)  Such needs are addressed in the street design standards of the draft land development 
regulations.  
 
In its efforts to find equitable funding sources for transportation improvements, the city has made 
use of public/private partnerships. (3)  Such efforts included an agreements with the developers of 
the redefined Centre Point Planned Unit Development. 
 
Other Comments 
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Goal: Community Facilities and Services 

Community facilities and services will be provided to meet the needs of the rapidly growing 
Myrtle Beach area in an efficient and responsive manner, consistent with the other goals of 
this comprehensive plan. 
 
 Subgoal: Education 

The educational system will be a high-quality, appropriately funded system that serves the 
entire population by providing a variety of learning opportunities. 
 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total 8    3 
Completed      
In Process 3 (4)    2 (2) 

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
The planning and construction services department notifies the school district planner about the 
approval of residential developments. (2.b) 
 
The city continued its relationship with the schools to provide opportunities for students to interact 
with local government. (4)  In addition to the DARE program and shadowing, opportunities 
included the Kids City program, with a special effort at orientation to city government for 8th grade 
students at Myrtle Beach Middle School. 
 
City staff continued to provide for intergenerational learning and interaction in the schools. (5)  A 
special effort was the tree-planting ceremony on Robert M. Grissom parkway for arbor day, 
involving students and adults.  
 
The culture and leisure services department has extended its cooperative agreements with the school 
district. (6)  The city, the school district, and a local non-profit agency have constructed the Miracle 
League Field, a ball field on school land for special needs and disabled children.   
 
Although the city has yet to provide alternative means for travel to school (7.b), staff from the 
planning, culture and leisure services, and police departments have worked with the school district to 
develop an internal bus and pedestrian circulation system for the school complex.  This has resulted 
in the construction of a sidewalk from the western end of 33rd Avenue North to school property 
near the tennis facility. 
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Other Comments 
Although planning department staff had participated in the School District Planning Advisory 
Committee to discuss new school locations (2.e), the school district has discontinued that committee 
and relies on monthly reports of residential building activity in planning new locations. 
 
Coastal Carolina University has established two classroom centers in Myrtle Square Mall for students 
interested in business courses and resort-tourism management. 
 
Planning department staff helped to arrange arbor day programs with Myrtle Beach schools, 
including an educational programs by Tim Womick of the National Tree Trust.  

  38 of 60 



 Myrtle Beach Comprehensive Plan 
  2002 Annual Report 
Goals, Objectives, Strategies of the 1999 Plan 
 
 
Goal: Community Facilities and Services 

Community facilities and services will be provided to meet the needs of the rapidly growing 
Myrtle Beach area in an efficient and responsive manner, consistent with the other goals of 
this comprehensive plan. 
 
 Subgoal: Intergovernmental Cooperation 

Area governments will practice more effective intergovernmental cooperation for efficient 
operations, planning of shared facilities, and development of consistent standards. 
 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total     2 
Completed      
In Process     2 (2) 

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
The city has intensified cooperative arrangements with the county and other entities in the region. 
(1)  Although the city and county have not met more frequently than in the past and have not met 
specifically to discuss cooperative implementation of the comprehensive plan, the city has continued 
meeting when needed with other entities.  Cooperative efforts have included:  

• the improvement to existing roads (for example, Mr. Joe White Avenue, Farrow Parkway, US 
501, SC 544) and the construction of new roads (Carolina Bays Parkway, Grissom Parkway) 
within the region; 

• city and county staffs have explored options that state law allows for extra-territorial 
jurisdiction over land-use control; 

• the city has continued agreements with the school district and Grand Strand Water and Sewer 
Authority for shared use of facilities; 

• the city, the county, and other coastal municipalities have agreed to an additional 0.5 percent 
hospitality fee;  

• management of traffic and crowds during Harley-Davidson Week and Memorial Day 
Weekend; and 

• in early 2003, the city and county came to an agreement about the use of land at the end of 
the airport runway for a park and boat access to the intracoastal waterway. 

However, the city and county discussed other issues involving strong differences of opinion that 
have yet to be resolved, including management of the aviation fund. 
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The city continues to cooperate with federal and state governments. (2)  Such cooperative ventures 
include: 

• the federal government provided the city with a $400,000 grant for improvements to the 
stormwater management system on Ocean Boulevard;  

• the city has participated with state and federal agencies, as well as other coastal jurisdictions 
and a national non-profit (the East Coast Greenway Alliance), in choosing a corridor for the 
greenway through the Myrtle Beach area; 

• the city cooperated with other local jurisdictions joined by the State Law Enforcement 
Division and the US Department of Justice in managing Harley-Davidson Week and 
Memorial Day weekend; and 

• the city and tourism industry leaders began discussions with the Horry County School District 
and the state board of education to establish a uniform start date for schools that would 
accommodate tourism demands during the Labor Day weekend. 

 
Other Comments 
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Goal: Housing 

Housing opportunities will be affordable and diverse, and will meet a range of consumer 
needs. 
 
 
 Subgoal: none 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total 14 18   8 
Completed (1)     
In Process 2 (2) 3 (2)   5 (6) 

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
Planning department staff has updated its inventory of housing. (1.b)  The third inventory and 
analysis of multifamily housing in the Myrtle Beach area was prepared in August 2002.  
 
Housing as a determinant of urban form (2) has been used as a feature of the revised draft 
neighborhoods plan for Planning Area 3. 
 
The city continued to implement “The Consolidated Plan of Housing and Community Development 
for Myrtle Beach.” (3)  This year’s assistance helped 705 low- and moderate-income households with 
their housing needs, including 6 Habitat for Humanity houses and the Dunbar Villas (16 units) 
rehabilitation in the Booker T Washington neighborhood.  In addition, the city provided funds to 
Citizens Against Spouse Abuse, Myrtle Beach Haven, Street Reach Ministries, and the Boys and 
Girls Club; and the city improved 4 lots under the city’s building demolition and lot clearance 
program.  
 
The city has participated in one project to provide additional housing for special needs populations. 
(4.b)  The city has received funding for Alliance Inn, near 10th Avenue North, which will provide 44 
transitional apartments for the homeless and 10 permanent apartments for the formerly homeless, 
elderly, and disabled, with supportive services; construction will begin in March 2003. 
 
The city is working to provide additional housing on vacant lots in low- and moderate-income 
neighborhoods. (5.a)  The city has received funding for the construction of Monticello Park on 

  41 of 60 



 Myrtle Beach Comprehensive Plan 
  2002 Annual Report 
Goals, Objectives, Strategies of the 1999 Plan 
Osceola Street, which will provide 80 rental units for lows-income families; construction will begin 
in March 2003.  An application was resubmitted for funding of Heyward Court, a 40-unit, low-
income rental development on Carver Street; however, funding issues prevented the development 
from occurring.  The city is also working in the Booker T Washington neighborhood with Habitat 
for Humanity, which has built 6 houses to be purchased by first-time home-buyers.  In addition, 
planning department staff has revised a draft of a neighborhoods plan for Planning Area 3 (between 
Oak Street and US 17 Bypass, from US 501 to 21st Avenue North) that will include an infill-housing 
program. 
 
The city studied the possibility of new forms of affordable housing to increase the availability of 
rental and owner-occupied housing for low- and moderate-income families. (5.b)  Planning 
department staff worked on a program to purchase two mobile home parks on Ocala Street, to 
remove the existing dwelling and replace them with new modular units; however, the owner decided 
not to sell the properties. 
 
The city studied the possibility of new incentives for affordable housing. (5.c)  The planning 
commission established the Housing Trust Fund study committee, which prepared a report to 
outlining a way to create an on-going source of revenues dedicated to providing affordable housing.  
City council has asked staff to prepare a resolution to create such a housing fund.  City council has 
also asked staff to prepare a resolution to create an emergency housing repair program. 
 
As part of the neighborhoods plan for Planning Area 3, planning department staff has 
recommended the establishment of a low- and moderate-income housing rehabilitation program, 
using concentrated code enforcement. (5.d)  Planning staff has also assisted a local property owner 
in obtaining funds from the state housing authority for the acquisition and rehabilitation of Dunbar 
Villas in the Booker T Washington neighborhood. 
 
The city has fostered a strong public/nonprofit housing development organization. (7)  The 
planning department staff has continued to provide support for the boards of Grand Strand 
Housing, Inc., the Myrtle Beach Housing Authority, Home Alliance, Inc., and Waccamaw Housing.  
 
Other Comments 
Although the staff of the planning department agreed in 2001 to work with the county planning 
department and the school district to prepare new population forecasts (1.a), no work was 
undertaken in 2002.  
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Goal: Land Use 

Land uses will balance the socio-economic needs of residents and visitors and will create an 
environment where all can live, work, and play with pride and pleasure, recognizing that this 
all takes place in an active tourism community. 
 
 Subgoal: none 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total 14 18   5 
Completed      
In Process 5 (4) 9 (8)   (1) 

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
Although the city has not undertaken the detailed studies of natural resources that should be set 
aside as open space, the planning commission has addressed standards of resource protection in its 
completed draft of revised land development regulations. (1.a.i.b)  However, no action has been 
taken on the draft regulations. 
 
The city has continued to encourage the creation of a multi-modal transportation system in regional 
planning efforts (1.a.ii.a) in several ways, although no projects have been completed: 

• Planning department staff has worked with the Waccamaw Regional Transportation 
Authority on implementing the Neighborhood Lymo service.  In addition, the city has 
worked with the transportation authority on a state transportation grant to study the 
feasibility of a light rail system between South Park Village and Barefoot Landing.  The city 
also continued discussions with business owners regarding exclusive bus lanes along Ocean 
Boulevard in the hotel section of the city, and implementation is planned for fiscal year 
2002/2003. 

• Planning department staff has continued to work with the technical committee of the Grand 
Strand Area Transportation Study (GSATS) to prepare a regional enhancement (pedestrian 
and bicycle facilities) master plan.  That effort included a successful modification to the 
GSATS budget process resulting in the set-aside of 80 percent of all future enhancement 
funds for implementing the East Coast Greenway master plan. 
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• Planning department staff has continued to work with other coastal jurisdictions and the state 
departments of transportation and parks, recreation and tourism in developing a master plan 
for the East Coast Greenway through Horry and Georgetown counties. 

 
As mentioned above, the city has continued to work with Waccamaw Regional Transportation 
Authority to implement components of a bus system and to study further a light rail system, 
although a specific transit plan has yet to be adopted. (1.a.ii.b) 
 
The planning commission has addressed revisions to zoning and plan review standards to link land-
use and transportation. (1.a.iii.b)  Standards for transit-oriented development and multi-modal 
transportation facilities are addressed in the completed draft of land development regulations, which 
include street standards that require multi-modal facilities and that vary according to abutting land 
uses.  Those considerations are also addressed in the nearly complete draft zoning amendments for 
mixed-use centers, which allow more intensive land use in support of public transportation.   
 
In its approval of the redefined Centre Point Planned Unit Development, the city required the 
developer to provide a public transportation station and several bus stops and the connection of all 
neighborhoods to each other and to South Park Village via greenways with bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities. (1.a.iii.c) 
 
The city has been coordinating its land-use planning with other governments in the area. (1.b.iii)  
The planning commission has agreed to proposed city zoning classifications for land in 
unincorporated areas east of the intracoastal waterway, as a preliminary step toward requesting from 
county council extraterritorial jurisdiction for land-use decisions.  

 
The city has continued work to establish neighborhood mixed-use centers as part of the urban form 
plan. (1.c.i)  Staff has nearly completed draft amendments to the zoning ordinance to allow 
neighborhood mixed-use centers.  
 
The city has continued to work to establish regional mixed-use centers. (1.c.iii)  The Downtown 
Redevelopment Corporation has completed a master plan for the design of Ocean Boulevard and 
streetends in the downtown area, has completed a master plan for utilities (stormwater, water, sewer, 
and overhead power and communications), has finished improvements to the streetscape of Mr. Joe 
White Avenue, and has completed construction of an oceanfront park at the end of the avenue.  The 
Air Base Redevelopment Authority has hired a national marketing consultant to find developers 
interested in building South Park Village according to city plans.  Also, the installation of several 
important pieces of infrastructure that would support the village is nearing completion. 
 
To enhance neighborhoods, the city has continued preparation of neighborhood plans. (2.a)  
Planning department staff has revised a draft of a neighborhoods plan for Planning Area 3, which 
includes the Booker T. Washington neighborhood, the Canal/Nance area, and the Osceola Street 
area. The draft study for the Mr. Joe White Avenue corridor, still in preparation, also addresses 
neighborhoods in that area. 
 
To enhance neighborhoods, the city has made significant public investments. (2.b)  The city has 
decided to invest in parks (a new park to be built next to Alliance Inn, and renovations to the Canal 
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Street, Pepper Geddings, and the Base recreation centers, all to begin in early 2003), stormwater 
facilities (improvements to drainage in several basins), streets (construction of the segment of 
Osceola Street between Greens Boulevard and Cherokee Street, and of a sidewalk along Little River 
Road), and public transportation (start-up of the Neighborhood Lymo bus service). 
 
To enhance neighborhoods, the city has continued to ensure new development is compatible. (2.d)  
Planning department staff has continued to work with the developer of the Heyward Planned Unit 
Development (PUD) in the Booker T. Washington neighborhood, which received approvals from 
the planning commission and city council last year.  The developer continued his efforts to get 
funding.  In addition, planning department staff has worked on zoning revisions to address 
compatibility of development in hotel districts adjacent to residential districts. 
 
Although the city has not officially adopted a redevelopment plan for the downtown area as part of 
its comprehensive plan (3.c), the Downtown Redevelopment Corporation (DRC) has completed two 
plans that will lead to the revitalization of downtown.  The DRC has completed a master plan for 
the design of Ocean Boulevard and streetends and a master plan for utilities (stormwater, water, 
sewer, and overhead power and communications) in the downtown area. 
 
The planning department has continued working on two subarea plans. (4.a)  The draft of the 
neighborhood plans for Planning Area 3 has been revised, and work continued on the Mr. Joe White 
Avenue corridor plan.  
 
The planning commission has continued work to update regulations to implement the land use 
element of the comprehensive plans. (4.b)  The completed draft of land development regulations 
includes standards that address many objectives of the comprehensive plan, and the nearly complete 
draft zoning amendments permit mixed-use centers in support of public transportation. 
 
Other Comments 
The planning commission did not make a recommendation to city council about the capital 
improvements program for fiscal year 2001/2002; however, recently city council affirmed the 
usefulness of the commission’s recommendations. (4.d) 
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Goal: Tourism 

The Myrtle Beach community will be a great place for visitors, with tourism and residential 
needs balanced, adverse environmental impacts minimized, and economic benefits to the 
community maximized. 
 
 Subgoal: Tourism Development 

Tourism will be oriented so that it is sustainable, focuses on enriching the visitor’s 
experience and the community’s quality of life, and fully realizes the potential of the Myrtle 
Beach area. 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total 11 4    
Completed      
In Process 2 (1)     

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
The tourism committee met in May 2002 with representatives from COMBO, Myrtle Beach Golf 
Holiday, the Myrtle Beach Area Hospitality Association, the Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce, 
Entertainment Holiday, and SC Parks, Recreation, and Tourism to discuss progress by the city and 
these organizations on implementing the committee’s top-priority objectives:  

• Value tourists and treat them as guests (1.b): the Friendship Team volunteers during spring 
motorcycle events; the Bike Week Task Force; employee education programs by various 
organizations, and the degree programs in resort tourism management at Coastal Carolina 
University and in hospitality management at Horry-Georgetown Technical College;  

• Work to make intergovernmental cooperation common place (1.e): the Friendship Team, the 
Bike Week Task Force, and the Coastal Carolina Regional Tourism Summit (planned for 
February 2003); and 

• Define and maintain Myrtle Beach as a family beach (1.a): no progress.  
 
The tourism committee also selected three new priorities: 

• Market Myrtle Beach to attract visitors who will stay longer and spend more money (2.c): no 
progress; 

• Prevent overtaxing natural systems (3.a): no progress; and 
• Implement plans to adjust to the evolving nature of the shoreline (3.c): no progress.  

 
Other Comments 
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City staff began discussions with the state tourism department about locating a state welcome center 
in downtown Myrtle Beach. 
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Goal: Tourism 

The Myrtle Beach community will be a great place for visitors, with tourism and residential 
needs balanced, adverse environmental impacts minimized, and economic benefits to the 
community maximized. 
 
 Subgoal: City Image 

Myrtle Beach will be enhanced as a desirable resort destination, a viable corporate location, 
and a great place to live. 
 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total 9 8 1   
Completed      
In Process 4 (2) 1 (1)    

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
The tourism committee met in May 2002 with representatives from COMBO, Myrtle Beach Golf 
Holiday, the Myrtle Beach Area Hospitality Association, the Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce, 
Entertainment Holiday, and SC Parks, Recreation, and Tourism to discuss progress by the city and 
these organizations on implementing the committee’s top-priority objectives: 

• Revitalize the downtown of Myrtle Beach (4): various improvements undertaken by the 
Downtown Redevelopment Corporation;  

• Develop and implement a comprehensive stormwater management plan, including streets 
and the ocean (6): various capital improvement projects by the city; and 

• Develop a mass transit system that is attractive, non-polluting and does not add to 
congestion (2): the Neighborhood Lymo route began operating, and the city and beachfront 
property owners agreed to a revised plan and construction schedule for bus lanes on Ocean 
Boulevard.  

 
The tourism committee also selected three new priorities: 

• Welcome visitors and citizens with handsome greenways, landscaped streets and businesses, 
and enhanced greenspaces, while preserving the natural beauty of the area (7): several new 
parks near the ocean and landscaping along several major streets;  

• Establish compatible contiguous zoning that will accent the area’s beauty (9): no progress; 
and 

• Create an environment which ensures that visitors and residents are safe from civil 
disobedience and crime and that visitors and residents know the laws will be enforced (11): 
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the Friendship Team, the Bike Week Task Force, publication of local laws in brochures and 
posters for local businesses.  

 
Other Comments 
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Goal: Tourism 

The Myrtle Beach community will be a great place for visitors, with tourism and residential 
needs balanced, adverse environmental impacts minimized, and economic benefits to the 
community maximized. 
 
 Subgoal: Transportation 

The region’s transportation system will serve the tourism industry by developing a 
comprehensive intermodal system that combines surface, air, and water to meet the needs of 
residents, workers, tourists, and freight. 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total 2 7    
Completed      
In Process 2 (2) 3 (1)    

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
The tourism committee met in May 2002 with representatives from COMBO, Myrtle Beach Golf 
Holiday, the Myrtle Beach Area Hospitality Association, the Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce, 
Entertainment Holiday, and SC Parks, Recreation, and Tourism to discuss progress by the city and 
these organizations on implementing the committee’s top-priority objectives: 

• Start regional transportation planning coordination and create a transportation entity for 
implementation (auto, air, rail, and water) (1): COMBO helped to establish North East 
Strategic Alliance regional committee for transportation and economic development for 10 
counties in the Pee Dee region;  

• Coordinate the timing of traffic lights (5): the city continued to provide coordinated signals 
for Kings Highway and Oak Street north of the Pavilion; and  

• Provide off-street parking and handicapped parking (2): the Downtown Redevelopment 
Corporation is continuing its study of the situation.  

 
The tourism committee also selected three new priorities: 

• Provide facilities for public transportation (3):  the Neighborhood Lymo route began 
operating, and the city and beachfront property owners agreed to a revised plan and 
construction schedule for bus lanes on Ocean Boulevard;  

• Encourage motorcoach and other high occupancy vehicles in the city but regulate and 
manage theme to minimize adverse effects associated with their numbers and characteristics 
(4): no progress; and 
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• Provide pedestrian and bicycle access (8): sidewalk and bicycle lanes were constructed with 
several new streets, and planning department staff worked with a state-wide group on the 
creation of the East Coast Greenway through South Carolina, with two segments in the city 
being officially designated as part of the greenway.  

 
Other Comments 
The State Highway Emergency Patrol (SHEP) began operating in July 2002 to remove traffic blocks 
resulting from automobile breakdowns. 
 
Construction on three overpasses on US 501 will eliminate signalized intersections on that major 
entrance into the city.
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Goal: Tourism 

The Myrtle Beach community will be a great place for visitors, with tourism and residential 
needs balanced, adverse environmental impacts minimized, and economic benefits to the 
community maximized. 
 
 Subgoal: Labor Shortage 

A career-oriented labor pool that is motivated and appreciated will be developed and 
retained for the tourism industry. 
 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total  1 4   
Completed      
In Process   3 (2)   

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
The tourism committee met in May 2002 with representatives from COMBO, Myrtle Beach Golf 
Holiday, the Myrtle Beach Area Hospitality Association, the Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce, 
Entertainment Holiday, and SC Parks, Recreation, and Tourism to discuss progress by the city and 
these organizations on implementing the committee’s top-priority objectives: 

• Provide affordable, safe, clean housing for tourism and service entry-level positions (2): the 
city has worked with several housing providers to obtain grants to construct affordable 
housing;  

• Increase the Horry County employment pool through coordinated recruitment efforts with 
government (1): the Hospitality Association conducted its seventh job fair, and Coastal 
Carolina University conducted a wage and hour survey; and 

• Provide alternative transportation and shelter opportunities for workers (4): no progress.  
 
Other Comments 
The tourism committee also selected two new priorities to work on in the near future: 

• Recruit clean businesses to this area that complement the existing tourism businesses (5): 
PARTNERS continued to implement its "Targeted Industry Plan for the Myrtle Beach 
Metropolitan Area/Horry County, South Carolina" (September 1999), which calls for 
PARTNERS to continue targeting industries that could broaden the travel and tourism 
sector as well as new industries that could complement existing businesses; and 

• Provide a guide to businesses and employers that would assist them in recruiting and 
retaining employees (3): no progress.  
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Goal: Neighborhoods 

Neighborhoods will be protected, preserved, and kept safe, secure, and aesthetically pleasing, 
with well-maintained supporting facilities and with convenient connections to nearby, 
supporting land uses. 
 
 
 

Subgoal: none 

 
 
 
 
 
Objectives and Strategies 

 Immediate Short Term Mid Term Long Term On-going 
Total 11    5 
Completed      
In Process 7 (7)    5 (5) 

 
 
 
2001/2002 Activities 

Completed 
 
 
In Process 
The city has not approved zoning changes that would allow inappropriate development to intrude 
on neighborhoods. (1.a)  The city reviewed and denied a couple of rezoning requests beside or into 
residential zoning districts that would have adversely affected the neighborhoods. 
 
The planning commission has reviewed land development regulations to ensure adequate standards 
to protect neighborhoods from disruptive intrusions. (1.b)  Standards to protect neighborhoods are 
included in the completed draft of revised land development regulations.  The planning commission 
also has continued with its review of the Transient Accommodations (TA) zoning district 
regulations to address conditions where those districts abut residential districts. 
 
The planning commission has nearly completed revised zoning regulations for mixed-use centers 
that would:  

• enhance neighborhoods by appropriate expansion and intensification (1.c),  
• allow supporting land uses (4.a),  
• provide complementary public services and facilities (4.b), and  
• provide transportation connections beyond neighborhoods (4.c). 

 
The city has continued to develop plans for specific neighborhoods. (5)  Planning department staff 
has revised a draft plan for Planning Area 3, which includes three neighborhoods, Booker T. 
Washington, the Canal/Nance area, and the Osceola Street Area.  The draft study for the Mr. Joe 
White Avenue corridor also addresses neighborhoods in that area.  
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The city continued on-going efforts that include: 

• minimizing the effects of crime and fire in neighborhoods (2.a), 
• ensuring that new construction and building maintenance comply with all applicable codes 

(2.b), 
• ensuring that the design of proposed subdivisions and land development address safety and 

security considerations. (2.c),  
• maintaining appropriate landscaping within public rights-of-way (3.a), and 
• enforcing appropriate regulations dealing with tree protection, landscaping, and design of 

new construction (3.c). 
 
Other Comments 
Planning department staff has continued to work with the developer of the Heyward Planned Unit 
Development (PUD) in the Booker T. Washington neighborhood, which received approvals from 
the planning commission and city council last year.  The developer of this compatible infill 
development continued his efforts to get funding. 
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Approved Residential Subdivisions/Developments in the Planning Area, 
1 July 2001 through 30 June 2002 

 
City Subdivisions # of Subdivisions Acres of Sub.s # of Lots/Units 

Single-family 5 50 77 

Multifamily 0 0 0 

Total 5 50 77 

 
 
 
County Subdivisions # of Subdivisions Acres of Sub.s # of Lots/Units 

Single-family 10 208 373 

Multifamily 1 27 144 

Mixed 0 0 0 

Total 11 235 517 

 
 
 
See the map, "Residential Subdivisions/Developments in the Planning Area," at the end of this 
report.  One county subdivision is not included in map. 
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Rezonings in the Planning Area, 
1 July 2001 through 30 June 2002 

 
City Rezonings New Zoning 

Classification 
# of 

Rezonings 
Acres 

Residential R-15, R-10, R-7, RM-8, RM-12, 
RM-16, RM-20, MH-1, MH-2, 

MH-3, MTA 

0 0 

Commercial TA-40, TA-55, TA-80, TA-120, 
BP, M-1, RM-I, AC-1, AC-2,  

AC-3, AC-4, C-1, C-2, C-3, C-4,  
C-5, C-12, OZ-50 

1 2 

PUD/Mixed Use PUD, misc res & com 3 20 

Industrial C-9, C-10, C-11 1 2 

Open Space/Agriculture PRC, CS 0 0 

Total  5 24 

 
 
 
 

County Rezonings New Zoning 
Classification 

# of 
Rezonings 

Acres 

Residential R-1, R-2, R-4, MR-1, MR-2, MR-4, 
R-7, MR-7, GR, GRn, MHP 

4 5 

Commercial RR, OPI, RC, NC, CC, HC, AC, 
DP, TRS, RCS, CR, EIO 

7 13 

PUD/Mixed Use PUD, PDD, TOZ 4 1,334 

Industrial LI, HI, AE 1 5 

Open Space/Agriculture CP, LFA, FA, CFA 1 1 

Total  17 1,358 

 
See the map, "Rezonings in the Planning Area," at the end of this report.  Two county rezonings 
are not included in map. 
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City of Myrtle Beach Annexations, 
1 July 2001 through 30 June 2002 

 
City Annexations New Zoning 

Classification 
# of 

Annexations 
Acres 

Residential R-15, R-10, R-7, RM-8, RM-12, 
RM-16, RM-20, MH-1, MH-2, 

MH-3, MTA 

5 2 

Commercial TA-40, TA-55, TA-80, TA-120, 
BP, M-1, RM-I, AC-1, AC-2,  

AC-3, AC-4, C-1, C-2, C-3, C-4, 
C-5, C-12, OZ-50 

2 15 

PUD/Mixed Use PUD, misc res & com 0 0 

Industrial C-9, C-10, C-11 1 3 

Open Space/Agriculture PRC, CS 0 0 

Total  8 20 

 
 
 
See the map, "City of Myrtle Beach Annexations," at the end of this report. 
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Building Permit Activity in the Planning Area, 
1 July 2001 through 30 June 2002 

 
City County 

Type of Building # of 
Buildings 

# of Units # of 
Buildings 

# of Units 

1-family houses, detached 52 52 756 756 
1-family houses, attached 7 40 0 0 
2-family buildings 1 2 1 2 
3- & 4-family buildings 2 7 8 32 
5- or more-family buildings 8 151 74 1,251 
Mobile homes 18 18 25 25 
Total residential 88 270 864 2,066 
     
Hotels & motels 0 0 1 52 
     
 # of 

Buildings 
Valuation # of 

Buildings 
Valuation 

Amusements & recreational 3 $725,500 5 $41,942 
Religious 0 0 2 $745,787 
Industrial 1 $308,000 0 0 
Parking garages 1 $1,574,620 28 $654,400 
Service stations 0 0 1 $250,000 
Hospitals 1 $1,319,700 0 0 
Offices, banks, & professional 8 $11,460,548 12 $4,950,411 
Public works & utilities 0 0 6 $16,591,356 
Educational 0 0 1 $2,045,305 
Stores & customer service 7 $2,897,634 27 $25,988,057 
Other nonresidential buildings 12 $148,046 117 $4,842,903 
 
 

City County 
Demolition # of 

Buildings 
# of Units # of 

Buildings 
# of Units 

1-family houses 9 9 6 6 
2-family houses 2 4 0 0 
3- & 4-family houses 0 0 0 0 
5- or more-family houses 2 14 0 0 
All other buildings 19 -- 4 -- 
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