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The city’s budget, by the numbers
Fiscal Year 2003-04

The millage rate remained stable in fiscal year 2003-04, the fourth consecutive
year without change.  The city’s budget totaled $97.9 million, with $73.3 million
for operations and maintenance, $9 million for debt service and $15.6 million for
new capital authorizations.

Solid waste fees increased $1.50
per month for residential customers,
the first of a two-step increase.
Water and sewer rates increased by
72 cents per month to help pay for
treatment plant expansions.  For
example, the Surface Water
Treatment Facility completed a 10-
million-gallon per day expansion.

Other capital improvement projects during the year included completion of
the deepwater ocean outfall at 25th Avenue South, various neighborhood
stormwater projects, underground utility conversions on Ocean Boulevard, and
renovation and/or expansion of three recreation centers.

Fiscal Year 2004-05
For fiscal year 2004-05, the budget totals $96.3 million, with $78.6 million

for operations and maintenance, $9.3 million for debt service, and $8.4 million
for new capital improvement projects.  Due to legislative and legal uncertainties,
Horry County postponed the county-wide reassessment for one year.  It will be
implemented in 2005-06.

The ad valorem property tax rate remained stable for a fifth straight year in
2004-05, as the city benefitted from new commercial development and modest

inflation the preceding year.  City
Council avoided a tax increase for
debt service by using money from
the fund balance.

New service expansions
included three detention officers,
two police officers for the
downtown area, a flood plain
coordinator, a court clerk and
additional recreation staff for the
expanded recreation centers.

In early 2005, the city hired 18
new firefighters to allow for
staffing of the new fire station on
38th Avenue North, opening in
July.

Water and sewer rates
increased a combined total of 1.6
percent, or 32 cents on the

monthly minimum billing.  72 cents per month to help pay for treatment plant
expansions.  A combined minimum residential water and sewer bill, which allows
for 4,000 gallons of water usage, is now $19.60 per month.

Solid waste fees increased $1.50 per month, to $17.00 for the typical residential
customer, less than what local private haulers charge for comparable service.
The city’s solid waste service includes once-weekly curbside collection of garbage,
recycling and yard waste and bulky junk.

The City of Myrtle Beach is fortunate to have diverse
revenue sources.  As a result, property taxes (ad valorem taxes)
accounted for only 16 percent of the city’s income in fiscal year
2003-04.  The pie charts below show where city funds originated
(top) and where that money was spent (below), excluding capital
improvements.

How the city’s money
comes and goes annually

Sources of Funds, FY 2004

Uses of Funds, FY 2004

The graph shows that Myrtle Beach’s ad
valorem property tax rate is lower than
the tax rates of our benchmark cities.
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Mission statement puts service first
Myrtle Beach seeks to be the premier resort community on the East Coast by providing

facilities and services necessary to enable a high quality of life for the community’s residents
and visitors.

Public Safety programs ensure safety, security and well-being through education,
prevention and enforcement activities, while remaining sensitive to the needs and priorities of
the community and protecting the rights of all persons in the course of performing public
safety duties.

Community Development programs facilitate proactive community participation in
developing vision and guidance to ensure well-managed, economically healthy and
environmentally sensitive growth, and perform the regulatory functions necessary to ensure
compliance with the established guidelines.

Cultural and Leisure Service programs provide a wide range of facilities, perform
parks beautification and maintenance services, and offer opportunities to participate in individual
or organized recreation, entertainment and other leisure activities.

Environmental Protection programs help ensure the availability of a sound, healthy
water supply and general living environment.

Depot wins historic preservation award

Utility bills now payable on-line, anytime
City utility customers may now pay their bills on-line via the Internet.  To get started, just visit the

city’s web site at www.cityofmyrtlebeach.com and click on the “On-Line Services” link.
Instead of mailing a check, customers may now pay their bills on-line with a credit card, around

the clock.  If they wish, they can go one step further and decline to receive any paper bill by mail.
To sign up for the service, customers must first complete a “utility e-service application,” available

on-line or at the City Services Building.  The e-service application requires basic account information
and establishes a personal identification number (PIN) for security.

Utility payments include charges for water and sewer service, solid waste collection fees and
stormwater fees.  On-line customers also can see a graphic showing their past water and sewer usage.

The city has some 14,000 utility accounts.  The on-line payment service should be especially
useful for those customers who have second homes or rental properties here, but live elsewhere.
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The City of Myrtle Beach’s ALERT program
(After-hours Litter and Emergency Response
Team) consists of two full-time employees who
work evenings and weekends, precisely for that
purpose.  In addition to patrolling for litter and
other maintenance problems downtown, they
respond city-wide to special requests and
emergencies called in by other departments,
businesses and the public.

Examples of such requests include setting up
traffic cones at accidents and fires, repairing
broken sprinklers in city landscaping, responding
to emergency water restorations or shut-offs,
removing dead animals from the right-of-way,
reporting malfunctioning traffic signals, repairing
street signs, emptying overflowing trash cans,
spotting and temporarily cold-patching potholes,
reporting code violations and responding to
special requests.

ALERT crewmembers carry tools, shovels,
traffic cones and other items in their vehicles and
can handle most tasks on the spot.  ALERT
results in a cleaner city and a faster response to
special needs and emergencies after regular
business hours.  Staff members, citizens, visitors
and business people have a “go-to” team that’s
on-duty, well-equipped and available when
needed.

ALERT was created to provide a higher level
of after-hours service, especially downtown, and
to reduce overtime costs.  Downtown merchants
and businesses have embraced the ALERT
concept and make good use of it.  Staff members
also appreciate having someone on duty to handle
problems that arise at odd hours.

ALERT team helps
keep city clean

The restoration of Myrtle Beach’s
historic Train Depot received a 2005 South
Carolina Historic Preservation Honor Award
from the Department of Archives and
History.

Everyone who enters the great hall, with
its exposed wood trusses, plank flooring,
brick walls and sliding freight doors, is
reminded of the glory days of train travel.

Restoring the Depot preserved that
history for future generations, but also gave
the community a project to share and a
beautiful structure to use and enjoy.

On the cover....  A view of the recreational lakes
created with assistance from the Myrtle Beach
Air Force Base Redevelopment Authority.



Page 4 City of Myrtle Beach Annual Report and Strategic Outlook

Comparison of
city taxes and
service fees

The table at right shows the total cost of
essential city services and ad valorem taxes
during the last five fiscal years, expressed
on both a monthly and an annual basis.

The “typical family” in the comparison
owns real property valued at $172,000 (the
median selling price for a single family home
for the 12 month period ending July 1, 2002),
owns two cars with a total value of $28,000
and uses 7,500 gallons of water per month.

The cost of city services for July 2004
through June 2005 is estimated at $104.66
per month for a typical household, compared
with a monthly cost of $102.39 in Fiscal year
2000-01.

When these figures are adjusted for
inflation (CPI-U), the real dollar cost today
is $92.43 per month, a decrease of $6.31
(– 6.3%) since the beginning of FY 2000-01
in July 1999 dollars.

Essential City Services and Taxes for a Typical
Myrtle Beach Household, Last Five Fiscal Years1

Service Charges/Taxes  2001  2002  2003  2004 2005

Water Charges (7,500 gal.)               $ 16.59      $ 17.32     $ 18.00      $ 18.60     $ 18.90

Sewer Charges (7,500 gal.) 16.43 16.43 16.80 17.55 17.85

Solid Waste Collection Fee 10.05 10.05 10.05 11.55 12.75

Landfill Tipping Fee   3.95   3.95   3.95   3.95   4.25

Stormwater Management Fee   3.50   3.50   3.50   3.50   3.50

Ad Valorem Taxes: 2

     General Fund 44.08 43.20 42.15 41.21 40.28
     Convention Ctr.   4.92   4.75   4.71   4.61   4.50
     Municipal Debt Service   2.87   2.81   2.75   2.69   2.63

Total Monthly Charges/Taxes              $  102.39         102.01        101.91        103.66        104.66
Total Annual Charges/Taxes             $1,228.68     $1,224.12   $1,222.92   $1,243.92   $1,255.92

1  The value of real property in the above examples is $172,000, which was the annual median selling
price of single family residential properties in the city as of July 1, 2002.  The numbers also assume
$28,000 current market value of vehicles and 7,500 gallons of monthly water consumption for the
household.
2  Ad valorem taxes show decreases from 2001 through 2005, despite the tax rate remaining steady,
due to the fact that the assessment ratio on vehicles declined by .75% per year from 10.5% in 2000 to
6.75% in 2005.  It will continue to fall until it reaches 6.0% in 2006.

City of Myrtle Beach voters selected the
Council-Manager form of government

Citizens of Myrtle Beach adopted the Council-Manager form of government in 1973.  City Council is
the legislative body of the city and exercises the major responsibility of determining the policy and direction
of municipal government.

Council is composed of a mayor who serves as the presiding officer and six members.  All seven are
elected at-large to four-year terms.  In biennial elections, first the mayor and three council members are
elected.  Two years later, members are elected to fill the remaining three seats.

During the fiscal year 2004-05, the City Council members are:  Mark Struthers McBride (mayor),
Judy Rodman (mayor pro tem), Michael Chestnut, Charles “Chuck” Martino, Jr., Susan Grissom Means,
Philip Render and Randal Wallace.

A professional city manager is the chief executive officer and chief administrative officer of the city.
The manager is appointed by Council and administers the daily operation of the city through appointed
executive staff members and department heads.

The city is a public agency and a multi-million dollar corporation offering a diverse line of services and
products.  In essence, City Council serves as the corporation’s board of directors, the city manager is the
chief executive officer, and the citizens are the stockholders and customers.

Residents and visitors in Myrtle Beach receive traditional municipal services, such as police and fire
protection, well-maintained public parks and rights-of-way, recreation facilities and programs, sanitation
and street maintenance, and community development assistance, including planning, zoning and building
code enforcement.

In addition, the city operates a convention center, a public library, an 18-hole public golf course and a
4,500-seat baseball stadium which it owns with Horry County in a 70-30 partnership.

The city’s web site, updated in 2004,
offers valuable information about the
city.  Visit www.cityofmyrtlebeach.com.
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The City of Myrtle Beach
thanks the 577 volunteers
listed here who donated
their time and energy in
2004.  Their support and
involvement make our

community a much better
place to live and work.

Thank you!

Ray Wurm, volunteer bailiff in
Municipal Court, is the city’s 2004

Volunteer of the Year.  Ray is a
retired teacher who moved here
from Long Island, New York.  He

has a couple of part-time jobs
that keep him busy, but he

always finds time for the city.


