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1008.1.3.4 Access-controlled egress doors. 

The entrance doors in a means of egress in buildings with an occupancy in Group A, B, E, M, R-

1 or R-2 and entrance doors to tenant spaces in occupancies in Groups A, B, E, M, R-1 and R-2 

are permitted to be equipped with an approved entrance and egress access control system which 

shall be installed in accordance with all of the following criteria: 

1. A sensor shall be provided on the egress side arranged to detect an occupant approaching 

the doors. The doors shall be arranged to unlock by a signal from or loss of power to the sensor. 

2. Loss of power to that part of the access control system which locks the doors shall 

automatically unlock the doors. 

3. The doors shall be arranged to unlock from a manual unlocking device located 40 inches 

to 48 inches (1016 mm to 1219 mm) vertically above the floor and within 5 feet (1524 mm) of 

the secured doors. Ready access shall be provided to the manual unlocking device and the device 

shall be clearly identified by a sign that reads “PUSH TO EXIT.” When operated, the manual 

unlocking device shall result in direct interruption of power to the lock—independent of the 

access control system electronics—and the doors shall remain unlocked for a minimum of 30 

seconds. 

4. Activation of the building fire alarm system, if provided, shall automatically unlock the 

doors, and the doors shall remain unlocked until the fire alarm system has been reset. 

5. Activation of the building automatic sprinkler or fire detection system, if provided, shall 

automatically unlock the doors. The doors shall remain unlocked until the fire alarm system has 

been reset. 

6. Entrance doors in buildings with an occupancy in Group A, B, E or M shall not be 

secured from the egress side during periods that the building is open to the general public. 

 

1008.1.8 Door operations. 

Except as specifically permitted by this section egress doors shall be readily openable from the 

egress side without the use of a key or special knowledge or effort. 

1008.1.8.1 Hardware. 

Door handles, pulls, latches, locks and other operating devices on doors required to be accessible 

by Chapter 11 of the International Building Code shall not require tight grasping, tight pinching 

or twisting of the wrist to operate. 

1008.1.8.2 Hardware height. 

Door handles, pulls, latches, locks and other operating devices shall be installed 34 inches (864 

mm) minimum and 48 inches (1219 mm) maximum above the finished floor. Locks used only 

for security purposes and not used for normal operation are permitted at any height. 

Exception: Access doors or gates in barrier walls and fences protecting pools, spas and hot tubs 

shall be permitted to have operable parts of the release of latch on self-latching devices at 54 

inches (1370 mm) maximum above the finished floor or ground, provided the self-latching 
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devices are not also self-locking devices operated by means of a key, electronic opener or 

integral combination lock. 

 

1008.1.8.3 Locks and latches. 

Locks and latches shall be permitted to prevent operation of doors where any of the following 

exists: 

1. Places of detention or restraint. 

2. In buildings in occupancy Group A having an occupant load of 300 or less, Groups B, F, 

M and S, and in places of religious worship, the main exterior door or doors are permitted to be 

equipped with key-operated locking devices from the egress side provided: 

2.1. The locking device is readily distinguishable as locked, 

2.2. A readily visible durable sign is posted on the egress side on or adjacent to the door 

stating: THIS DOOR TO REMAIN UNLOCKED WHEN BUILDING IS OCCUPIED. The sign 

shall be in letters 1 inch (25 mm) high on a contrasting background, 

2.3. The use of the key-operated locking device is revokable by the fire code official for due 

cause. 

3. Where egress doors are used in pairs, approved automatic flush bolts shall be permitted to 

be used, provided that the door leaf having the automatic flush bolts has no doorknob or surface-

mounted hardware.  

4. Doors from individual dwelling or sleeping units of Group R occupancies having an 

occupant load of 10 or less are permitted to be equipped with a night latch, dead bolt or security 

chain, provided such devices are openable from the inside without the use of a key or tool. 

1008.1.8.4 Bolt locks. 

Manually operated flush bolts or surface bolts are not permitted. 

Exceptions: 

1. On doors not required for egress in individual dwelling units or sleeping units. 

2. Where a pair of doors serves a storage or equipment room, manually operated edge- or 

surface-mounted bolts are permitted on the inactive leaf. 

1008.1.8.5 Unlatching. 

The unlatching of any door or leaf shall not require more than one operation. 

Exceptions: 

1. Places of detention or restraint. 

2. Where manually operated bolt locks are permitted by Section 1008.1.8.4. 

3. Doors with automatic flush bolts as permitted by Section 1008.1.8.3, Exception 3. 

4. Doors from individual dwelling units and sleeping units of Group R occupancies as 

permitted by Section 1008.1.8.3, Exception 4. 
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1008.2 Gates. 

Gates serving the means of egress system shall comply with the requirements of this section. 

Gates used as a component in a means of egress shall conform to the applicable requirements for 

doors. 

 


