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City of Myrtle Beach

SOUTH CAROLINA
FIRE DEPARTMENT

SECTION 1028
MAINTENANCE OF THE MEANS OF EGRESS

1028.1 General.

The means of egress for buildings or portions thereof shall be maintained in accordance with this
section.

1028.2 Reliability.

Required exit accesses, exits or exit discharges shall be continuously maintained free from
obstructions or impediments to full instant use in the case of fire or other emergency when the
areas served by such exits are occupied. Security devices affecting means of egress shall be
subject to approval of the fire code official.

1028.3 Obstructions.

A means of egress shall be free from obstructions that would prevent its use, including the
accumulation of snow and ice.

1028.4 Exit signs.

Exit signs shall be installed and maintained in accordance with Section 1011. Decorations,
furnishings, equipment or adjacent signage that impairs the visibility of exit signs, creates
confusion or prevents identification of the exit shall not be allowed.

1028.5 Furnishings and decorations.

Furnishings, decorations or other objects shall not be placed so as to obstruct exits, access
thereto, egress there from, or visibility thereof. Hangings and draperies shall not be placed over
exit doors or otherwise be located to conceal or obstruct an exit. Mirrors shall not be placed on
exit doors. Mirrors shall not be placed in or adjacent to any exit in such a manner as to confuse
the direction of exit.

1028.6 Emergency escape openings.

Required emergency escape openings shall be maintained in accordance with the code in effect
at the time of construction, and the following: Required emergency escape and rescue openings
shall be operational from the inside of the room without the use of keys or tools. Bars, grilles,
grates or similar devices are allowed to be placed over emergency escape and rescue openings
provided the minimum net clear opening size complies with the code that was in effect at the
time of construction and such devices shall be releasable or removable from the inside without
the use of a key, tool or force greater than that which is required for normal operation of the
escape and rescue opening.

1028.7 Testing and maintenance.

All two-way communication systems for areas of refuge shall be inspected and tested on a yearly
basis to verify that all components are operational. When required, the tests shall be conducted in
the presence of the fire code official.
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